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Request for Photos of OPCYC Activities in 2007 

By Buck Rodgers, Commodore 

Commodore’s Corner  
By Buck Rodgers, Commodore 

I plan to continue supporting 
this terrific club of ours for 
years to come. In three short 
weeks I’ll turn over the helm to 
our new Commodore, Jack 
Moran. As our Vice Commo-
dore for the past couple years, 
Jack has demonstrated a true 
love for our club, as well as all 
the leadership skills necessary 
to be a truly outstanding Com-
modore; and I have no doubt 
that he will be! Please join us at 
the Commodore’s Ball on Janu-
ary 26th for the passing of the 
baton. And, to be sure, I will 
be seein’ y’all around the club-
house, on the docks, and on 
the water. 

My how time flies when 
you’re having fun! Seems 
like only yesterday that I 
was writing my first of 
twenty-four “Commodore’s 
Corner” articles for our 
newsletter, and here I am 
writing my final one. Time 
has certainly flown by, and it 
truly has been a barrel of 
fun. When you elected me as 
your Commodore two years 
ago, I had already served 
eight years on the Board of 
Officers under the leader-
ship of four Commodores. I 
was keenly aware that my 
predecessors had set the 
expectation bar pretty high 

for me; but I also knew there 
was an established staff to con-
tinue making good things hap-
pen for the club. And they 
surely have! The synergy and 
dynamics of the Board of Offi-
cers has been awesome as 
they have brought our club to 
new levels of excellence. It has 
been a real pleasure working 
with them and an extreme 
honor to serve as your Com-
modore. I sincerely hope that I 
have lived up to all of your 
expectations. 
Now stop all that crying!! I’m 
not leaving the club, just mov-
ing to the other side of the 
table at future Board meetings. 

This is an urgent request for any digital 
photos you may have from any OPCYC 
activities or events during 2007.  Jean Brzo-
zowski has once again graciously volun-
teered to produce a DVD of these pictures 
for distribution at the Commodore's Ball on 
Jan 26th. If you have only a few such pho-
tos, simply e-mail them to her (along with 
an explanation of what event they cover) at  
Mbrzozowski@cox.net NLT 13 Jan 08. If 
you have several photos involving numer-
ous megabytes of data, suggest you put 
them on a DVD and drop it on the desk in 
our clubhouse NLT Jan 13th. If in doubt as 

to how best to get this data to her, please call 
Jean direct at 757-865-4295. Appreciate every-
one’s attention to this matter soonest; without 
our input, Jean will NOT be able to produce this 
DVD for our club members. Thanx for your sup-
port of our fantastic club. 
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On another note, for all you cruisers, 
when we begin cruising next spring 
don’t forget to bring your OPCYC mem-
bership card and your Boat US card on 
every cruise. If we visit another yacht 
club, the OPCYC card gives one night of 
slip use free and entitlement to use yacht 
club facilities of participating clubs. The 
Boat US card frequently guarantees deep 
discounts with participating marinas on 
slip fees and fuel. 
 

Well, that is it for this month. See you at 
the Commodore’s Ball. 

The final touches have been put on the 
Cruising Calendar for 2008. Our list of 
varied adventures should have some-
thing for everyone. There will be a good 
mix of activities for those with small or 
large boats, sail and power, looking to 
voyage near or far. A special thanks to 
all who participated in the club survey, 
as well as, the 2007 and 2008 Fleet Cap-
tains Clayton Jenson and Ron Leta who 
assisted me in putting the calendar to-
gether. Look for the schedule along with 
other OPCYC events in the 2008 Club 
Calendar to be first distributed at the 
Commodore’s Ball on January 26, at 
Langley AFB. 
 

Thinking about up potential events, I am 
trying to determine if  we have 10-12 
OPCYC club members who have a 
strong interest in obtaining the OUPV US 
Coast Guard Captains License. A USCG 
accredited captain’s school from Florida 
(The Captains School of Coral Gables) is 
considering holding a course in our area 
for qualified applicants. Besides being a 
US citizen 18 or older, applicants must 
have 360 days of sea time (a day is con-

sidered 4 hours per day underway) with 90 
days being in the last three years. Appli-
cants who own a boat can self-document 
the sea time. The course would be taught 
on two weekends with 7 days during the 
week (3 hours of class time in the evening). 
All books would be supplied, USCG forms, 
etc. The school would give the USCG tests. 
Upon passing the test, submitting the test 
results/forms and 3 letters of reference to 
the USCG, showing evidence of having 
taken First Aid and CPR and being in good 
health, students would receive their OUPV 
USCG Licenses (100 ton). Besides demon-
strating mastery of a wealth of knowledge, 
the license would allow the new captains to 
work for hire on uninspected vessels car-
rying no more than 6 passengers, deliver 
boats, do charter work, etc. Cost of the 
course including USCG fees would be $650 
per student. This is less expensive than 
similar courses presently offered in Hamp-
ton Roads. 
 

If you are seriously interested please con-
tact me directly by 17 January 
(c.morris@charter.net ) putting Captains 
Course in the subject line of your e-mail. 
 

The Commodore’s Ball, our annual gala and awards night, 
is scheduled for Saturday, 26 January 2008, at the Langley 
AFB Bayside Enlisted Club. Please note the new venue for 
this year. There is a map posted on the OPCYC web site 
when you register. 
 

We have always dressed proudly for this Yacht Club event, 
the ladies in their finery and the gentlemen in blazers and 
ducks. Let’s make our Commodore proud again. 
 

We will gather at 1800 for cocktails. At 1845 the Commo-
dore will begin our award ceremony for racing, cruising, 
and other important honors. Dinner will begin as soon as 
the awards have been presented, about 1930. As always, 
we will have a wonderful buffet with three delicious entrees 
and many zero-calorie deserts. We are fortunate to have 
the same exceptional DJ from last year who will offer mood 
and dancing music throughout the evening. The cost for the 

Ball this year will be $30.00 per person. 
 

Please go to the OPCYC web site (http://www.opcyc.org) and 
select Commodore’s Ball on the left side of the home page. After 
you click on the link, you will taken to a page about the Ball and 
be able to register for the event. After you complete the informa-
tion and click “Register,” a form will print out at your own 
printer. 
 

Be sure to mail in your registration form and check to Travis Gib-
son. After 18 January, please also call Travis to be sure you 
are registered. 
 

If you are not web capable, please call Travis at 874-0112 with 
your reservations. 
 

Thanks ! See you there ! 
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Club News  
By Jack Moran, Vice Commodore 
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Cruising Chronicles  
By Curt Morris, Rear Commodore, Fleet 



Pointer Maritime University  
By Jeff Rogers, Rear Commodore, Training 

Why, who makes much of a miracle? 

As to me I know of nothing else but miracles, 

Whether I wade with naked feet along the beach just in the edge of the water, 

Or watch the wonderfulness of the sundown, or of stars shining so quiet and bright, 

Or the exquisite delicate thin curve of the new moon in spring; 

These with the rest, one and all, are to me miracles, 

The whole referring, yet each distinct and in its place. 
 

To me the sea is a continual miracle, 

The fishes that swim - the rocks - the motion of the waves - the ships with men in them, 

What stranger miracles are there? 
 

         —Walt Whitman 

PMU Classes for 2008 

Even though we’re just about to start the 2008 Pointer Maritime University winter-spring semester, believe it or not, you still have 
time to influence what classes we will have. The first three classes are locked in, but beyond that, we are still flexible. We’ll get 
someone to teach any subject related to boating, if enough people indicate a desire for it. 
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How do you tell us what you want? By 
visiting the OPCYC Web Site and filling 
out an on-line questionnaire. I have 
already received a few of these by 
mail. If you have already filled one out 
and sent it to me, don’t worry, I have it. 
But if you haven’t done so, please go to 
the OPCYC Web Site and fill out the 
PMU questionnaire. This is your best 
way to influence what we teach at the 
PMU. 
 

PMU Classes for January and 

early February: 
 

Tides & Currents   Sat 12 Jan 0900-
1100 (Fitness Center) 

Our first class of the year will be on 
Saturday, 12 January. We’ll start off with 
an old favorite - I’ll use the last ‘Round 
the Lights Race as a model for us to 
study while I teach Tides & Currents. I’ll 
talk about the theory behind tides and 
currents, then I’ll use the tracks of sev-
eral boats in the ‘Round the Lights Race 
to show how it affected us. (Yes, I’ll use 
Halaha and several other boats as ex-
amples of what to do and what not to 
do, and I’ll explain why I changed my 
plan after the race started.) This class 
will be held at the classroom in the Ft. 
Monroe fitness center, and it will run 
from 9 AM until noon. 
 

 

 

 

Going Up the Mast    Sat 12 Jan 1100-1200 
(Fitness Center) 

This will be a seminar in the true sense. 
We’ll have people there that have been up 
the mast every way you can imagine. We’ll 
ask them to bring any special gear with 
them for “show and tell” and to describe 
their favorite method of going aloft and their 
“tricks of the trade” for going up the mast 
and reaching those hard-to get places like 
the spar tips and the backstay. (For exam-
ple, getting to the insulator for your radio 
antenna). 
 

Fiberglass & Gel Coat Repair (Practical 
Exercise)   Sat 19 Jan 0900-1200 (OPCYC 

Clubhouse) 

Our second class will be one that has been 
taught in theory, but not yet in practice. But 
today, we’ll do some actual Fiberglass & Gel 
Coat repair on several pieces of real boat 
hull. We’ll do this at the OPCYC clubhouse 
to avoid problems with potential mess and 
smells in the fitness center. Come and get 
your hands dirty!  (Figuratively speaking 
only – we have rubber gloves for everyone) 
Jeans and an old work shirt are suggested 
for those who want to do the “hands-on” 
work. 
 

Radar 101   Sat 2 Feb 0900-1200 (Fitness 
Center) 

Phil Gallman, who has PhD’s in Electrical 
Engineering and Applied Science from 
Yale, and almost 30 years of experience in 
radar and communications, also happens to 
be an avid cruising sailor and a friend of 
Curt Morris. He holds a USCG 50 ton Mas-

ter’s certificate with sail endorsement. 
He recently retired to devote more time 
to sailing and to lecturing and writing 
about radar and electronics on boats. 
From his lifetime analyzing radar sys-
tems he became convinced that the ads 
and existing literature describing radar 
reflectors was dangerously lacking and 
often simply wrong. He set out to ana-
lyze and understand how radar reflec-
tors operate in the marine environment, 
eventually publishing a book on radar 
reflectors and marine radar and estab-
lished a web site 
(www.TheRadarReflectorSite.org) de-
voted to radar reflectors and related 
technology.  Phil will teach us “Radar 
101” on February 2nd. He’ll answer 
questions like: Why would you want to 
have Radar on a recreational boat? 
What kinds of displays and antennas 
can you choose from? How hard are 
they to operate? How can I learn what 
the screen is showing me? Do radar 
reflectors really work? We have sched-
uled plenty of time for your questions 
after he finishes his presentation, so 
come prepared to ask the expert! Our 
thanks to Curt for finding him and ar-
ranging for him to teach this class for 
us. 

From the middle & late February on, 
the rest of the 2008 classes will be de-
termined by your responses to the PMU 
questionnaire on the OPCYC Web Site. 
Go there and fill one out! 
See you in the classroom, and see you on 

the water! 



Racing News  
By Dennis Miner, Rear Commodore, Racing 

different, one of the Spring races will 
employ a Rabbit Start. We’ll make sure 
everyone is educated in how this spe-
cial starting sequence is conducted. 
Look for the 2008 YS Regatta entry form 
soon! 
 
 
Not a racer, but would like to find out 
more about our racing program? Call 
Dennis Miner at 867-1028 for details. 
We’ll set up a training session to intro-
duce you to sailboat racing. Or if you 
would like to gain some racing experi-
ence by crewing with one of our regu-
lar racers, we can set that up, too. 
Come out and join us for a fun 2008 
racing season! 
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New Year’s Madness Race 
Great weather greeted the Hampton 
Roads skippers who recovered from any 
effects from partying the night before 
and harangued their crew mates to join 
them for a little “New Year’s Madness” 
race on 1 January. The New Year Mad-
ness race, co- hosted by OPCYC and 
Hampton Yacht Club, is a chase start 
format where every boat has its own start 
time based on their handicap. So after a 
full breakfast and short skipper’s meet-
ing at the HYC, the boats and crews 
headed out to mill around in Hampton 
Creek awaiting their designated start 
time. The weather forecast for this year’s 
race looked like a repeat of the 2007 
race with heavy winds out of the south 
which made it a challenge to get out of 
Hampton Creek with lots of tacking in 
the narrow channel leading out to the 
Hampton Bar area. Fortunately, the 
winds for our 2008 event cooperated by 
staying below 25 knots and clocking 
around to the west to make for a nice 
reach out of the creek. 
 

With the winds blowing 15-20+ knots, 
the race was a quick one. From first boat 
across the starting line to last competitor 
completing the short 5.75 nm course 
around the Hampton Bar was less than 1-
½ hours. The top five finishers for the 
2008 New Year’s Madness race were: 
 

1. Incentive (Ronald Lewis) 
2. Cats' Paws (Michael Turner) 
3. Mirage (Christian Schaumloffel) 
4. Feather (Philip Briggs) 
5.  Callinectes (Ben Cuker) 
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Incentive was comfortably ahead of the pack 
when she crossed the finish line. But it was a 
very tight battle for second place. In the short 
dash from the last mark to the finish line, 
Cats’ Paws managed to squeak ahead of Mi-

rage with only 1 second between them. Like 
he did in the our 2007 ‘Round the Lights race, 
skipper Michael Turner proved that, with the 
right amount of wind, cruising class Cats’ 

Paws can hang with the Spinnaker boats! Top 
of the Class awards went to:   

Spin-A: Mirage (Christian Schaumloffel) 
Spin-B: Callinectes (Ben Cuker) 
Spin-C: Incentive (Ronald Lewis) 
Non-Spin: Lively Lady (David Lively) 
Cruising: Cats' Paws (Michael Turner) 

 

The post-race party was well attended. Skip-
pers and crew were able to feast on our tradi-
tional New Year’s Day banquet of chili, 
grilled cheese sandwiches, black-eyed peas 
(for good luck) and Irish coffee. And plenty of 
champagne flowed as the winners opened 
their “trophies” in celebration of another 
great “New Year’s Madness” race. 
 

As many of you know, Dana Dillon, skipper of 
Amarylyn, passed away in 2007. He was a 
member of both OPCYC and HYC, and was a 
true competitor in Southern Bay racing. Dana 
was a founder of our New Year’s Day race, 
and to honor his memory, the race we hold 
on 1 January every year will be renamed the 
Dana Dillon Memorial New Year’s Mad-

ness Race. So mark your calendar for 1 Janu-
ary 2009 to participate in the inaugural race 
commemorating a friend and fellow sailor. 

 

 

2008 Yankee Station Regatta 
 

We have locked in our schedule for the 2008 
Yankee Station Regatta with six races in each 
of the Spring, Summer, and Fall series. In 
addition to our normal Yankee Station and 
Hampton Flats race venues, we will be racing 
in the Veteran’s Cup, Little Bay Challenge as 
well as the Tri-Service Cup race and our very 
own ‘Round the Lights race. While the South-
ern Bay Race Week is not part of the YS Re-
gatta this year, that weekend is open on our 
calendar in order for our racers to compete 
in that 3-day racing event. Of course, we will 
have a Pointer Rally during each of the race 
series and there will also be a point-to-point 
race in conjunction with the Labor Day week-
end cruise. And for something completely 
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 COMING EVENTS 
26 Jan                                             Commodore’s Ball 

Langley AFB Club 
(See Article Page 2) 

OPCYC BOARD OF OFFICERS 
Buck Rodgers Commodore 930-3757 buck4sail@aol.com 
Jack Moran Vice Commodore 868-7786 invest@pfg-va.net 
Curtis Morris Rear Commodore, Fleet 638-9073 c.morris@charter.net 
Travis Gibson Rear Commodore, Logistics 874-0112 travis.d.gibson@uscg.mil 
Steve Lunsford Racing Captain 875-0907 stord@aol.com 
Jeff Rogers Rear Commodore, Training 851-4539 jeff@faceco.com 
Bob Wagner Rear Commodore, at Large 850-3520 dueler6@verizon.net 
Paul Mellen Treasurer 851-4198 pmellen@cox.net 
Bob Williamson Secretary 489-8991 sunlion61@msn.com 
Clayton Jenson Fleet Captain 538-8813 dusty345@aol.com 
John Pence Logistics Captain 728-0553 JPence6188@aol.com 
Mark Wolfe Training Captain 203-3322 Mark.Wolfe@je.jfcom.mil 
Dennis Miner Rear Commodore, Racing 867-1028 ddminer@aol.com 
Eileen Turner Member at Large 229-8221 egret@widomaker.com 
Rick Sills Member at Large 872-0358 richard.sills@jfcom.mil 
Ken Reynolds 1st Past Commodore 867-7820 buckeye.ken@verizon.net 
Bob Williamson 2nd Past Commodore 489-8991 sunlion61@msn.com 
Anne Racel Webmaster 833--6424 amracel@stuffandjunk.net 
Carol Morris Helmsman Editor 638-9073 helmsman@opcyc.org 

OPCYC Clubhouse Phone                   788-3905 
Website address             http://www.opcyc.org 

CLUBHOUSE CLEANUP 
 

 Paul Mellen 7-Jan-08 to 13-Jan-08 

 John Miley 14-Jan-08 to 20-Jan-08 

 Dennis Miner 21-Jan-08 to 27-Jan-08 

 Jack Moran 28-Jan-08 to 3-Feb-08 

     

The person responsible for cleanup should empty the garbage, vacuum the floor, clean 
the head, and tidy up the area. Note: The Club does not have a cleaning service; club 
members are assigned this chore based on your home address and whether or not we see 
you frequently at club events.  If you are unable or unwilling to help clean up, please let 
me know, and I will take you off the list.  If you have a conflict with the date, please 
DON'T call me, but swap duty with anyone else on the list. If you need the combination 
to enter the clubhouse, please call one of the Board Officers.  - - - Helmsman Editor 

2008 submissions to the Helmsman (helmsman@opcyc.org) are due: 

 

Jan 31 Mar 6 Mar 31 Apr 30 May 31 Jun 30 

Jul 31 Sep 2 Sep 30 Oct 31 Nov 30 Dec 30 


